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The Haggadah of Prophecy

Prophecies Come True in Israel
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Tefilla for the Evening of Yom Ha'atzmaut

(According to the Rinat Yisrael Siddur)
All congregants come to shul (synagogue) dressed in festive clothes.

Before the start of Maariv say:
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Psalms, Chapter 107

Give thanks to the Lord because He is good, for His kindness
is eternal. Those redeemed by the Lord shall say it, those whom He
redeemed from the hands of an oppressor. And gathered them from
lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and from the
sea. They strayed in the desert, on a road of desolation; they did not
find an inhabited city. Hungry as well as thirsty, their soul enwraps
itself in them. And they cried out to the Lord in their distress; from
their straits He rescued them. And He led them on a straight road,
to go to an inhabited city. They shall give thanks to the Lord for His
kindness, and for His wonders to the children of men. For He sated a
yearning soul, and a hungry soul He filled with goodness. Those who
sit in darkness and the shadow of death, prisoners of affliction and
iron. For they rebelled against the words of God, and they scorned
the counsel of the Most High. And He humbled their heart with toil;
they stumbled with no one to help them. And they cried out to the
Lord in their distress; from their straits He saved them. He took them
out of darkness and the shadow of death, and He broke open their
bonds. They shall give thanks to the Lord for His kindness, and for
His wonders to the children of men. For He broke copper doors, and
cut off iron bars. Fools, because of the way of their transgression
and because of their iniquities, are afflicted. Their soul despises all
food, and they reach the portals of death. And they cried out to the
Lord in their distress; from their straits He saved them. He sent His
word and healed them, and extricated them from their pit. They shall
give thanks to the Lord for His kindness, and for His wonders to the
children of men. And they shall slaughter sacrifices of thanksgiving,
and they shall tell of His deeds with song. Those who go down to
the sea in ships, who do work in mighty waters. They saw the deeds
of the Lord and His wonders in the deep. He spoke, and He set up a
tempest, and it raised its waves. They went up to the heavens, they
came down to the depths; their soul melted with trouble. They were
frightened and staggered like a drunkard, and all their wisdom was
destroyed. They cried out to the Lord from their distress, that He
take them out of their straits. The tempest He had set up [settled]
into a calm, and their waves were stilled. They rejoiced that they
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were stilled, and He led them to the region of their desire. They shall
thank the Lord for His kindness, and for His wonders to the children
of men. And they shall exalt Him in an assembly of people, and in
a sitting of elders, praise Him. He makes rivers into a desert, and
springs of water into an arid place; A fruitful land into a salty waste,
because of the evil of its inhabitants. He makes a desert into a pool
of water, and a wasteland into springs of water. And He settles the
hungry there, and they establish an inhabited city. And they sow
fields and plant vineyards, which produce fruits and grain. And He
blessed them, and they multiplied exceedingly, and their animals did
not decrease. Whereas they were few and they sank down from
dominion, trouble, and sorrow. He pours contempt upon princes and
leads them astray in a wasteland where there is no path. And He
strengthened the needy from poverty and made him families like
flocks. The upright see and rejoice, and all injustice shuts its mouth.
He who is wise will keep these in mind, and they will ponder the kind
deeds of the Lord.
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Psalms, Chapter 97

The Lord has reigned, the earth will exult; many islands will
rejoice. Cloud and thick darkness are around Him; righteousness
and judgment are the foundation of His throne. Fire will go before
Him and will burn His enemies all around. His lightnings illuminated
the world; the earth saw and quaked. Mountains melted like wax
from before the Lord, from before the Master of all the earth. The




heavens told His righteousness, and all the earth saw His glory.
All worshippers of graven images will be ashamed, yea those who
boast of idols; all gods, prostrate yourselves before Him. Zion heard
and rejoiced, and the daughters of Judah exulted, because of Your
judgments, O Lord. For You, O Lord, are Most High above all the
earth; You are very much exalted above all gods. You who love the
Lord, hate evil; He watches the souls of His pious ones, He rescues
them from the hands of the wicked. A light is sown for the righteous,
and for the upright of heart, joy. Rejoice, you righteous, with the
Lord, and give thanks to His holy name.
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Psalms, Chapter 98

A $ONG. Sing to the Lord a new song, for He performed wonders;
His right hand and His holy arm have saved Him. The Lord has made
known His salvation; to the eyes of the nations He has revealed His
righteousness. He remembered His kindness and His faith to the
house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of
our God. Shout to the Lord, all the earth, open [your mouths] and sing
praises and play music. Play to the Lord with a harp, with a harp and
a voice of song. With trumpets and the sound of a shofar, raise your
voices before the King, the Lord. The sea and the fullness thereof will
roar, the inhabited world and the inhabitants thereof. Rivers will clap
hands; together mountains will sing praises. Before the Lord, for He
has come to judge the earth; He will judge the inhabited world justly
and the peoples with equity.

mMNR[ANyn ary




The Chazan and congregants say the following, verse by verse:
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Wake Up, wake up, Your light has come, rise and shine.
Awaken, awaken; sing a melody, the glory of G-d to be revealed
upon thee.

This is the day that the Lord made; we shall exult and rejoice thereon.

Benotashamed, nor confounded, whyareyoudowncast, whyastounded?
In you, refuge for My poor people will be found, the city will be rebuilt
on its former mound.

This is the day that the Lord made; we shall exult and rejoice thereon.

To right and left youell spread abroad, and the Eternal One you shall laud.
Through the man from Peretzes family, we shall rejoice and sing happily.

This is the day that the Lord made; we shall exult and rejoice thereon.

The congregants sing the Maariv prayer. After Kaddish Titkabel the Ark is opened.

The Chazan says the following and the congregants repeat after him.

Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One
Hashem — only He is God — 3 times




The Chazan says the following and the congregants repeat after him.

The Chazan reads from Numbers (Bamidbar), 10:9-10.

If you go to war in your land against an
adversary that oppresses you, you shall
blow a teruah with the trumpets and be
remembered before the Lord your God,
and thus be saved from your enemies. On
the days of your rejoicing, on your festivals
and on your new-moon celebrations,
you shall blow on the trumpets for your
ascent-offerings and your peace sacrifices,
and it shall be a remembrance before your
God; | am the Lord your God

Blow the Shofar a Tekica Gedola (one long note) and say out loud

Next year in Jerusalem
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The congregants say:

All congregants sing Psalms 126 to the tune of Hatikva
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A song of ascents. When the Lord returns the returnees to
Zion, we shall be like dreamers. Then our mouths will be filled with
laughter and our tongues with songs of praise; then they will say
among the nations, “The Lord has done great things with these. The
Lord has done great things with us; we were happy. Return, O Lord,
our captivity like rivulets in arid land. Those who sow with tears
will reap with song. He will go along weeping, carrying the valuable
seeds; he will come back with song, carrying his sheaves.

Count the Omer, say Aleinu Leshabeeach and sing:

I believe with perfect faith
in the coming of the mashiach,
and though he may tarry,
still 1 await him every day.




Congregants wish each other:

Moadim L'Simcha
for a full redemption — Geulah.

A festive meal is eaten. Candles are lit and everyone sings together.
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Shacharit Prayers on Yom Ha'atzmaut

Say Pesukei DeZimra for Yom Tov, Shirat Hayam, verse by verse.
After the repetition of the Shemone Esre, say Hallel.
The Chazan says half Kaddish
(on Monday and Thursday read the Torah portion).

Read the Haftara “TINY'7 2112 DI TIY”
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Say the prayer for the Safety of Israel, Remembrance for IDF soldiers, Av
Harachamim, Ashre, Ueva Lezion, until the end of the morning prayer, and sing:

I believe with perfect faith
in the coming of the mashiach,
and though he may tarry,
still 1 await him every day.

During the morning seuda we sing and thank Hashem
for the miracles that were done for us on this day.

Tachanun is not said at Mincha.
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Introduction — Living within Prophecies
that have been Fulfilled
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In the past 100 years the Jewish People underwent changes that
did not happen to them during the previous 1,900 years. Jews were
ingathered from 102 different countries and immigrated to Israel.
They built cities, paved roads, caused the desert to bloom and created
a major economic, military and technological superpower.
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If we compare our life today to the biblical prophecies, we will see
an amazing comparison and understand that we are living within
prophecies that have been fulfilled, even if we do not always notice this.
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We are used to quoting the prophets on immigrating to Israel, but
they spoke about many other topics, about agricultural abundance
in a land that was desolate for 1,900 years, drying up the swamps,
building Jerusalem and even about paving roads and trains. Time and
time again they foresaw that we would overpower our enemies.
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Many prophecies were quoted in the Bible and fulfilled in our
generation. The following Haggadah focuses on 30 different
prophecies, which are not necessary, reasonable and expected.
Some prophecies are presented in a table or graph, showing that
all these have been consistently fulfilled for more than 100 years,
against all odds.
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he significance of this understanding is immense. If we realize that
everything happening in the State of Israel in the last few decades
are the fulfillment of many of Hashemes promises, we will most
definitely also see the remaining promises that are coming to life
right before our eyes. If we know what the future holds for us, we
can make more sensible decisions.
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Yom Hacatzmaut is the day on which we have been given an
opportunity to give thanks to Hashem for all the good He has done
for us in establishing the State of Israel as the fulfillment of the
biblical prophecies.
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the Ingathering of the Exiles
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The Prophets saw the process of redemption beginning with the
return of Am Yisrael to Eretz Yisrael from all over the world. This is
how Moses describes this process:

“Then, the Lord, your God, will QN7 ANIAY NX PHIR 1207
bring back your exiles, and He :lysgn 71!7251’.!’73}_1:[17273 :[XZIP'I 315;1
will have mercy upon you. He "Ry PR T
will once again gather you from

all the nations, where the Lord, (3,5 3727)

your God, had dispersed you"

(Deuteronomy, 30:3)
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Moses emphasizes the fact that the Ingathering of the Exiles will
be from the most distant lands:

“Even if your exiles are at the end  nwn onwn n¥pa A0T1 771 DR
of the heavens, the Lord, your "nE° OWnI PPYR ' Axap?
God, will gather you from there, o

and He will take you from there" {1/5 2737

(Deuteronomy, 30:4)
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Aliya will be to Eretz Yisrael, which will enjoy Jewish rule, and the
nation will live well and flourish:
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“And the Lord, your God, will TR YIRT DR AEOR TR0y
bring you to the land which your J20°T1, AW T NaN 10T
forefathers possessed, and you ' 7 ."qvn':lgp -qu
[too] will take possession of it, I
and He will do good to you, and
He will make you more numerous
than your forefathers”

(n,/590ma7)

(Deuteronomy, 30:5)
J2IW71 TNX 7D ,0X1210 72 DYNI DTN 1770 NINDANN
Almost all prophets repeat these promises, each in his own style.
DX 7N17 N DND2N 7y 190N

Jeremiah mentions Hashemes promise to Rachel our Matriarch:

"So says the Lord: A voice is 713 YR na Yip ' ang o’
heard on high, lamentation, bitter 13 Sy pan "71-[17 0 711N °o3
weeping, Rachel weeping for 2PN 7D :,,é; by DUQU‘?. ;-,3,57:;
her children, she refuses to be TrY1 793 7790 "I 1 K o

comforted for her children for they
are not. So says the Lord: Refrain
your voice from weeping and

your eyes from tears, for there is
reward for your work, says the
Lord, and they shall come back (T"2-1" R 17191)
from the land of the enemy. And

there is hope for your future, says

the Lord, and the children shall

return to their own border”

(Jeremiah, 31:14-16)
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Ezekiel gives prophecy on the Ingathering of the Exiles as a process
of Sanctifying Hashem's name (Kiddush Hashem) before all the
nations. He teaches that Am Yisraeles return to Hashem will begin
after the Ingathering of the Exiles:




"“Therefore, say; 50, said the Lord DOPIYR i1 KR 1D TR 199"

wo b

God: | will gather you from the NION] DAY 17 DINN NXaF
peoples, and | will assemble you DNiXa) YR NiXING 1 02NN
from the lands which you have "oNAiY AARTR AR T95 SRR 02
been scattered therein, and | shall oo
give you the land of Israel” (17 9783 BT K" 518 IRPTT)

(Ezekiel, 11:17 and chapter 36)
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Other prophets said similar prophecies; there are almost no
prophets that did not at all mention the process of the Ingathering
of the Exiles.
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$0, 1900 years later, during which the Jewish People were dispersed
to all ends of the earth, the prophecies of the Ingathering of the Exiles
begin to come true.
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At firstimmigration to Eretz Yisrael was gradual, until the time when
the flood gates were opened. About 450 years ago Rabbi Yosef Karo
and the Arizal came to Safed. Two hundred years after them Rabbi
Shalom Sharabi (known as the Rashash) follows in their footsteps.
Rabbi Hayyim ben Moshe ibn Attar (known as the Or ha-Hayyim)
emigrates from Morocco with several dozens of his students. At the
same time, Rabbi Israel ben Eliezer (the Baal Shem Tov) and Rabbi
Elijah ben Solomon Zalman (the Vilna Gaon or HaGra) encouraged
their students to immigrate to Israel from Europe and Russia. They
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listened to their Rabbis call and set out on their journeys with great
dedication to settle the Holy Land. This way about 7,000 Jews settled
in Eretz Yisrael by the year 5560 (1800).

D'TIN' 7w 1900, 071N 24,000-1 7X1W!' XIX2 0N ,(1880) NN MY
JIYN NN [2710 TXD 7KW YR N XTY

By 5640 (1880) about 24,000 Jews are living in Eretz Yisrael, a number
unparalleled since the destruction of the Second Temple. As quoted by
the prophet Isaiah:

"And you shall be gathered one %12 NN TNXY 10p'7R DRy
by one, O children of Israel" "HRw
(Isaiah, 27:12) (27,13 1mYwY)
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In 5642 (1882) the wave of immigration increased and within thirty
years the number of Jews in Eretz Yisrael had tripled. In 5674 (1914),
on the eve of World War |, there were 84,000 Jews in Eretz Yisrael,
slightly more than 0.5% of the Jewish People.
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The British, via Lord Balfour, declared during World War | that Eretz
Yisrael belongs to Am Yisrael and that they would establish a Jewish
home for the Jewish People on this land. This declaration resulted in
the League of Nationse San Remo resolution that adopted the Balfour
Declaration and gave the British a mandate to implement it.
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The Balfour Declaration was part of a mandate given to the
British government in 5680 (1920) and approved by the League of
nations two years later. The Declaration came about towards the end
of World War One, during which the British gained control over Eretz
Yisrael. In a meeting between King George V and Dr. Weizmann, the
king stated that the Declaration was based on the British belief of the
upholding of the biblical prophecies: "the Bible states that the Children
of Israel are due to return to their land and | am delighted that my
kingdom will help with this."
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The British Mandate in Eretz Yisrael

The borders of Eretz Yisrael as promised in the Balfour Declaration and for which the
Jewish People were given a mandate to establish a Jewish State
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Shortly after that, the British government rescinded its obligation
and published three White Papers that limited Jewish immigration and
assisted Arab immigration to Eretz Yisrael. Even so, this move did not
stop the process of the Ingathering of the Exiles and the Building of
the Jewish State. During the British Mandate the Jewish population
of Eretz Yisrael grew to 650,000, of the 11.4 million Jews around the
world after the Holocaust. Percentagewise the Jewish population in
Eretz Yisrael comprised 5.7% of all world Jewry.
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The first decision of the State of Israel was to open the gates of
aliya to all new immigrants. All Jews who had been banished by the
British to Cyprus and Africa were brought home. Within two years
the Jewish population in Israel had doubled, reaching 1.4 million
people, fulfilling Jeremiah's prophecy:

“Behold I bring them from the 118% Y8R 0NN 8321 127"
north country and gather them moal 11y 03 YWN "noIN D’J?ll.féﬁl
from the uttermost ends of the 1210 51:[5 ‘75? 1:,'17,'3 nTo™m i
earth, the blind and the lame o 'nn;;l
amongst them, the woman
with child and she who travails (1,879 37m)

with child all together; a great
company shall they return there”

(Jeremiah, 31:7)
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The Jewish People were gathered from the hell and killing valleys
of the Holocaust in Europe.

“With weeping will they come, Y 07218 03310321 1832 2532”
and with supplications will I lead 73 15v9° 85 9w 7772 DM Y9
them, along brooks of water will  s453 g>qax1 285 YxwY "o 92

| make them go, on a straight e
road upon which they will not

stumble, for | have become a (TR 1)
Father to Israel, and Ephraim is

My firstborn”

(Jeremiah, 31:8)
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Among the new immigrants were tens of thousands of illegal
immigrants who had been expelled by the British to detention camps
in Cyprus, together with hundreds of Etzel and Lehi fighters, who
were sent by the British to camps in Africa.
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Among the immigrants were also Holocaust survivors who had lost
their entire families and were in the displaced camps in Europe, mainly
in Germany, Austria and Italy. After the Holocaust some countries
agreed to accept some survivors, but the survivors insisted: Only to
Eretz Yisrael! In the first year after the establishment of the State of
Israel more than 100,000 survivors immigrated to Eretz Yisrael.
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Photograph: Immigrant Holocaust survivors at the detention camp in Atlit
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At the same time, the last remnants of the Jewish communities
in Eastern Europe, mainly Poland, Romania and Bulgaria, also
arrived in Israel, despite the fact that these countries were part of
the Communist Bloc, led by the USSR, which forbade any of its Jews
immigrating to Israel. These countries opened their gates for a short
while and almost all those remaining there immigrated to Israel.




As quoted by the prophet Joel: J7XI' X121 7V INXID1D

“For on Mount Zion and in Y°9a o 0YYWITal 1Y A’
Jerusalem there Sha“ be a 'n -Iwrs n’-r’-lw;1 'n -”_325 -nzns;
deliverance, as the Lord said, and "R
among the survivors whom the )

Lord invites” (2,587)

(Joel, 3:5)
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An equally large wave of immigration of Jewish refugees
from Arab countries (North Africa and the Middle East) joined the
European immigrants, many of who came following the Arab League
decision to free at once all those Jews living in their countries, on two
conditions: one, that they leave all their property in their country of
origin, and two, that they travel only to Eretz Yisrael. This way they
hoped to cause the State of Israel to collapse financially.
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This way about 50,000 Jewish immigrated to Israel within two
years (5609-1610, 1949-1950), on long, tortuous journeys, many by
foot, from Aden in Yemen and then on Operation Magic Carpet. This
way the Yemenite Jewish community all immigrated to Israel, many
of whom were among the first pioneers during the days of Hibat
Zion in 5642 (1882).
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The prophet Isaiah foresaw the immigration from all ends of the earth:

“Fear not for I am with you; from  xoax mman »ax qax 7 87n HR”

the east | will bring your seed, A
and from the west | will gather 233 8317 78?.33?' 5X o0 ’Jﬁ
you. | will say to the north, "y nxp S p"'lm;g
"Give," and to the south, "Do not i 1

refrain”; bring My sons from afar (71,3 Yws)

and My daughters from the end
of the earth”

(Isaiah, 43:5)
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About 120,000 Jews from Iraq were also brought to Israel on special
flights as part of Operation Ezra and Nehemiah in 5610-5611 (1950~
1951) and the remainders came at a later period.
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Jews from North Africa came to Israel in two waves: the first, of
about 50,000 people, came immediately after the establishment of
the State of Israel. The second wave, of about 100,000 Jews, came
after Operation Kadesh. During that time, also 10,000 Jews from
Egypt immigrated to Israel.
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About half the Jewish community in Syria and Lebanon (about
15,000 people) immigrated to Israel during the period of illegal
immigration and the other half immediately after its independence.
Following this operation, the Jewish community in Israel comprised
about 11.9% of all world Jewry (11.7 million people).
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One of the biggest surprises of the immigration process was the
immigration of Soviet Jewry. For many years Soviet Jews were not
permitted to immigrate to Israel. Anyone who tried was arrested by
the government. One of these was Natan Sharansky, who sat in a
Siberian jail for many years. He later immigrated to Israel and became
a minister in the Government of Israel and then the Chairman of the
Jewish Agency. Another Soviet refusenik is Yuli (Yoel) Edelstein,
who is currently the Speaker of the Knesset, as well as Rabbi Yosef
Mendelowitz, Ida Nudel, and many others.
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The few Soviet citizens who were given permission to immigrate to
Israel were forced to forfeit their Soviet citizenship and to pay for
that. The Lubavitcher Rebbe described the emigration of Soviet Jews
as a miracle like "the Exodus from Egypt" (Talk 26, Nisan 5741-1991).
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Photograph: Soviet refusenik Natan Sharansky landing in Israel
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An additional wave of unexpected immigration came from Ethiopia in
Operation Moses in 1984-1985, during which about 6,400 Ethiopian
Jews immigrated to Israel. The Israeli Mossad made contact with
senior officials in Sudan, a neighbor of Ethiopia, and thousands of
Ethiopian Jews walked to the Sudanese border, where they waited
in temporary camps until being brought to Israel.
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In 1977-1984 the immigrants were transferred by Israeli Navy boats
and airplanes, bringing 35 flights and 7,000 immigrants to Israel.
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The immigration of Jews from Russia in the north and Ethiopia in the
south reminds us all of the verse from Isaiah:

“| will say to the north, “Give," OR79R IR 120071 71 1iagY R’
and to the south, "Do not %77 °nia21 pingn 138030
refrain”; bring My sons from afar "yaRa
and My daughters from the end e
of the earth” (12" myw?)
(Isaiah, 43:6)
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In 5778 (2018), during the 70th year of independence of the State of
Israel, there were more than 6.6 million Jews in Israel, of 14 million
around the world. About 45% of Jews lived in Israel. Prophet Isaiah
foresaw this continuous process and wrote that the return from the
exile is a process, stage by stage:

"For not with haste shall you go N7 11071127 8% A Titana 89 00"
forth and not in a flurry of flight jajolalolyeat by nps;g‘? q‘;’n b 14:'?3:1
shall you go, for the Lord goes - ' "SR PR

before you, and your rear guard
is the God of Israel"

(Isaiah, 52:12)
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Immigration and settling in the State of Israel is currently
regarded as a natural process, but more than one hundred years ago
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many believed that it was not possible at all. The entire immigration
enterprise was put into action after the exile of thousands of years
during which the Jewish People were persecuted by other nations
living in their home.

As stated in Deutronomy (28:65): YN NIN2 2NoY

"And among those nations, you 1m0 K91 yo39n &9 oo ooizay”
will not be calm, nor will your foot 31;,'{:@ 15 13531 91 ':l?'? mim
find rest. There, the Lord will give nw-g;' TR .n?ﬁ_’.:g ﬁ”?.?l 1
you a trembling heart, dashed ) o C
hopes, and a depressed soul" {n"o,n">0°737)

(Deuteronomy, 28:65)
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The Jewish People suffered persecution by the Greeks and the
Romans, the Muslims and the Christians. Repeated expulsions,
exploitations and pogroms. In such a situation, the people lost their
strength. Throughout the exile the Jewish people never stopped
praying to return to Jerusalem, but at times they lost faith that this
would, indeed, happen.
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The prophet Isaiah describes the despair:

“And Zion said, “The Lord has 2I7-R1'1 2221V 1Y IRnY”
forsaken me, and the Lord has "MW
forgotten me”" '

(" 0 yw?)
(Isaiah, 49:14)
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Many wrote that the return of the Jewish People to their country
is an impossible mission. The return of any nation to its homeland
has never happened anywhere in the world, and even with the
establishment of a Jewish State, it would not be able to protect the
Jewish People. Only several hundred thousand would return, while
the rest would assimilate into other nations. The lack of faith existed
also in Russia, where local leaders claimed that “no educated Jew
would leave his beloved homeland for a country where his ancestorse
ancestors once lived."
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The prophets of Israel frequently mention this lack of faith and try
to give our generation messages of belief and strength from their
times. The prophet Ezekiel speaks of this lack of faith in the Vision of
the Dry Bones, where he compares the Jewish People to dry bones
that are dispersed in all corners of the earth, as they have no faith in
their redemption.

They say: :DINIX DN |2
“Our bones have become dried 1NN 77387 17NNy 12
up, our hope is lost, we are clean ' o n915 3397123

cut off to ourselves”
(R, 175 HRPI)
(Ezekiel, 37:11)
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Ezekiel's prophecy comes to inspire them with a spirit of life, as does
Isaiah when he claims:

"Shake yourselves from the dust, w72 *aw *n1p 9ayn *yana”

arise, sit down, O Jerusalem; free 12 7122 7IRIX *10in rnani
yourself of the bands of your ' ' iy
neck, O captive daughter of Zion"

('2,2"1 1mYwd)
(Isaiah, 52:2)
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At the first Zionist Congress, held in Basel, Switzerland, on 1 Elul,
5651 (August 29, 1891), Theodor Herzl announced: “We are the sons
who are returning home! And our return to Judaism takes precedence
over our return to the Land of the Jews!". In this statement, which
was received with loud applause, Herzl expressed his shirking of the
vision of emancipation and the dream of assimilation and summed
up his speech with the claim that Jews are returning to their national
homeland, "where only the ancient faith of our forefathers unites
and unifies them.”
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Many, who believed that the solution for the Jewish People was
assimilation and equal rights among the nations, rescinded their
claims and understood that the real solution was the strengthening
of Jewish Identity and returning to the Jewish faith. Even though
initially it did not include keeping the Sabbath or any other Jewish
commandments (mitzvot).
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Baron Edmond de Rothschild was one of those believers. He
purchased hundreds of thousands of dunams of land in Eretz Yisrael.
He invested in digging wells and planting vineyards and trained Jews
in working the land. He sent agricultural experts from France to
Eretz Yisrael to teach the new immigrants and veteran farmers how
to plant grapes and produce wine. These experts believed that wine
was most suitable given the climate in Israel and world marketing
conditions.
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The Goodness of the Land
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One of the reasons for the despair of the redemption was the barren
land in Eretz Yisrael. In 5660 (1900) the entire land was dry and arid,
as stated in the Bible:

‘I will make the Land desolate, by 1mny) yaRa Ny a8 *nnwa’

so that it will become desolate T17I8 DONNT :73 0YAW T 02 N
[also] of your enemies who TIJ'P.'H:I'I]’IDD"II‘IN ’37"!7.’7?!1 ﬁﬁjg
live in it. And | will scatter you "1990 971 07YT FANY DN
among the nations, and | will T T T T

unsheathe the sword after you. (@"5-3"3,7"3 pra kP

Your land will be desolate, and
your cities will be laid waste"

(Leviticus, 26:32-33)
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Maimonides also saw this barren land 800 years ago and he
confirmed that which had been stated by Moses:

And a later generation, your YR 02722 1IMRT 71T Ry
descendants, who will rise after N2 WX 7122111 DDYINNRA 137
you, along with the fOI'Eigl"IEI' who Vjt{:l nﬁa@ .Tll;{ qx-ﬂ nE"nj ijn
comes from a distant land, will "= 9T TWR TORYTR R K1

say, upon seeing the plagues of
that land and the diseases with
which the Lord struck it “Sulfur
and salt have burned up its entire
land! It cannot be sown, nor can
it grow [anything], not [even]
any grass will sprout upon it. It (X3 ,19"2 01a7)
is like the overturning of Sodom,

Gemorrah, Admah and Zeboiim,

which the Lord overturned in His

fury and in His rage”
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(Deuteronomy, 29:21)
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Photograph - Haifa, 1890
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In 1867 author Mark Twain visited the Holy Land with a group of
people and described the desolate land he saw:

“There is not a solitary village 55 77IRY TN 21w 198K PR
throughout its whole extent 555 9 Dow1Yw 1IRY RY 7171
- not for 30 miles in either NP WHW IR DONWw w2 .10
direction. There are two or three IR DOR1T2 997K YW NIIUD

small clusters of Bedouin tents,
but not a single permanent
habitation. One may ride 10
miles, hereabouts, and not see
10 human beings ..."
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One of the things that encouraged the Jewish People to return to
their homeland was the agricultural abundance that the land began
to give with great generosity. People who had never worked in
agriculture, nor had their forefathers, began to till the land, and the
land was generous and gave them produce such as they had never
dreamed of.
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Up to 100 years ago wheat would produce 17-20 grains per stalk.
Forty years ago there grew 70 grains per stalk and today every
wheat produces several stalks, with a total of 750 grains per stalk.

:IVW 2500 197 7XpTN' X2INN 1T Y9wn

The prophet Ezekiel foresaw this abundance 2,500 years ago:

*And | will call to the corn and will "inK 12771 1377 YR R
multiply it"

(Ezekiel, 36:29)

(075,17 HRpP1I)

And: i)
“And | will multiply the fruit of Nn271N3 YY1l °18 NX sn°aqy”
the tree and the produce of the iy mpn Y TN 'IJ_'”Z-“? 1T
field, so that you shall no more ' nn.?.‘(.ﬂa 21 nﬁ;n
have to accept the shame of Tt
famine among the nations" (75 RpT™)

(Ezekiel, 36:30)
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Agricultural abundanceis found in many areas. Today Eretz Yisrael
is a land of blessings. If we talk about quantity, the average produce
per dunam in Israel is several times higher than the international
average. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization, Israel
produces almost three times the world average (graphs 13-15).
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The largest and sweetest dates that grow in all water types in the
Jordan Valley are the best quality in the world and are exported to many
countries. The grapes that grow in Israel are turned into the highest
quality wine in the world. Israeles wines have won highly acclaimed
awards. Israel, with no long-term experience in wine making, has
exceeded the quality of many veteran countries in this field.
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Superpowers such as China, India and Russia send representatives
to Israel to learn how to grow high quality agricultural produce.
Israelos export of fresh produce has grown within 10 years at an
amazing pace: to the European Union it has almost doubled and




to Russia it has grown times 10. The quantity of fresh agricultural
produce, together with processed food, has doubled.
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Also in the field of milk production Israel is a world leader. One
hundred years ago each cow produced 700 liters a year. In Israeles
early years each cow produced 4,000 liters of milk a year and today
each cow produces 11,038 liters of milk a year (Graph 18):
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“And He will love you and bless 773 77371 737771 72721 72087

you and multiply you; He will YN AT ANATR 1931 303
bless the fruit of your womb TIRY MAAYYT TAIR 12 770N
and the fruit of your soil, your PO YIYI TR TR Y

grain, your wine, and your oil,
the offspring of your cattle and
the choice of your flocks, in the (™ /127727)
land which He swore to your

forefathers to give you. You shall

be blessed above all peoples”

"0y 990 MIn 173197 N7

(Deuteronomy, 7:13)

X' MW 2000 NT APRIY ANUAW XIXD NAAN D NINIX
DX (DMINX TN N2 7W1) 7XPTNE 7@ INIZN NIDYAND

The Talmud states that the Land of Israel, that stood barren for
2,000 years, is the fulfillment of the prophecy of Ezekiel (and other
prophets):

“And you, the mountains 027797 120R DAY YXIW? 10 nAxY
of Israel, will produce your B ;’}zi:‘g ujﬁ s; ‘7251?1;;'? myY qm;.;j;,
branches, and you will bear
your fruit for My people Israel
because they are about to come”

(Ezekiel, 36:8)
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Drying the Swamps
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The spies that Moses sent to spy out the land returned with the
following report:

“It is a land that consumes its "RIT 0AW NYOR YR
inhabitants”

(Numbers, 13:32)

(2"9,2"72113)
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They scared the Children of Israel from going up and capturing the
land. This is the case also in our generation. One hundred years ago it
was very difficult to live in Eretz Yisrael. Malaria killed thousands of
people every year and 20% of the population contracted the disease.
Entire areas were abandoned because of disease and the Zionist
Movement was concerned that it would eradicate the local Jewish
community. Jerusalem was one of the cities that suffered the most,
with anopheles mosquitoes residing in the many city wells.
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Photograph: The Hula Valley today
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During World War | malaria was the worst enemy of General
Allenbyes army. "This is one of the countries ridden with malaria,”
claimed the chief medical officer of the expeditionary forces. In 1918
only, more than 28,000 cases of malaria were reported by British
soldiers. The swamps and malaria stopped immigration to Eretz
Yisrael.
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Israeli experts understood that the key was to recruit the population
to fight the anopheles mosquitoes, by draining and drying every
water source where the mosquitoes were found. And if they could
not dry the areas - at least they could pour over oil to prevent the
mosquitoes from breathing. They also imported gambusia affinis fish
to eat the mosquito larva.
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This was the first time in the world that anyone had tried to fight
malaria on a national, and not just local, scale. Success was quick
- within two years a decrease was registered in the number of the
infirm in the treated areas. Four years after initiating the program, a
mission of the League of Nations came to Eretz Yisrael to learn how
to beat malaria. In the 1930s and 1940s the decrease continued and
in 1968 Israel was declared a malaria-free country, becoming the
first country in Asia to succeed in such a mission.

As stated by the prophet Ezekiel: :X'210 NIX 72
“So said the Lord God: Because D7AR 1Y DOPTIR ' K D"
they say to you, 'You are a 7293 NYpWn1 X 0T NYoR 0DY

devourer of men and you were Prin Tiy "?;N'n N DTN .[;1? :n
i:erefaver of yoEr lrl1at|olns. [DPI9N ;T BN TiY 920N KD
erefore, you shall no longer i YD TiY TR YRYR K91
devour men, and you shall no T : :
722121 7iy *Riwn &Y nony nam

longer bereave your nations, R ' kA 113 g N
says the Lord God [ ORI TIY 7 7won

(Ezekiel, 36:13-14) (77=2" 1" SRpT)
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Water Supply
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The prophet Isaiah describes Eretz Yisrael as a dry land where its
inhabitants cry out for water and Hashem promises to provide for

their needs:

“ will open rivers on the high
places, and springs in the midst
of valleys; | will make a desert
into a pool of water and a
wasteland into sources of water"

(Isaiah, 41:11)

The prophet later repeats this
statement:

“For water has broken out in the
desert and streams in the plain.
And the dry place shall become a
pool, and the thirsty place [shall
become] springs of water”

(Isaiah, 35:6-7, and chapter 43)
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The majority of Israelos land is a desert and in its early years the
country suffered from a lack of water. In those days the young state
had to provide water to 650,000 people and this was a big challenge.
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The promise to turn Eretz Yisrael from a desert into a land of water
is happening right before our eyes in very special ways.
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Israel has turned the desert into an advantage that gives it many
blessings. Thanks to impressive technological development Israel
has become an international water superpower. Today Israel boasts
a population of more than eight million people and this task has
become very real. Using smart technology Israel has mastered the
water market with much creativity and some improvising, which
have helped develop successful technological solutions.

.0D2 [I20N7 NIZXIYN NIX¥DAN NNX, NSOV ;110N
Photograph: drip irrigation, one of Israeles inventions for saving water.
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Israel's achievements in the field of water are incredible. We sell
our water technology to more than 100 developed and industrialized
countries in the world. Israel has hundreds of start-ups in the field of
water, which are gradually become more sophisticated and enhancing
the world. These solutions are learned and applied in many countries,
including China, India, ltaly, Brazil, Mexico, Canada, Russia, most
African countries, and more.
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Israel is a world leader in the utilization of sewage systems.
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Israel is the only country in modern history that has managed to
push back the desert and has become a role model that might change
the fate of humanity, which is challenged by the lack of water. Israeli
developments might prevent a crisis that could affect the lives of
four billion people around the world.
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Israel's developments also include a response to attempts to isolate
Israel diplomatically. More than 150 countries use Israeli-made
technologies to save their citizens from thirst. The Water Diplomacy
has opened a new gate of cooperation, vis-[1-vis the hatred and
delegitimization that Israel must face.
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Israel's drip irrigation technology is one of its most important
inventions in the world, enabling the watering of desert ground and
making Israel the country that has beaten the desert. Israeles major
effect in world agriculture is expressed in the fact that the drips
transfer pre-measured water and fertilizers directly to the plantes
roots, thereby not wasting them on the surrounding soil. Today
Israel exports drip irrigation to all countries in the world and billions
of drip irrigation systems have improved world agriculture beyond
recognition, enabling it to utilize water shortages wisely. Millions of
farmers in more than 100 countries use Israeles water systems.

7X7v11 1121 ,(2008) N"OWN NIYN IYYN NIN92

.071ya NI 0'71mn gX 0p7ni 077021 0'NIYY N7900 1pnn nvmnn

0'DN NIN2N Y'7¢d 0'P90N 17X DIpPNN .9INN 1P JIX7 0'0N9 DIpNnn

N79NN 2NN QYN TIY 0'PN7 7XW' 119X NIXAN 0IY2 X IX] NDININ
nin97

mMNRn[AxNuyn ary




Desalination of sea water — in less than a decade, from 2008,
Israel has constructed five major desalination plants, some of which
are even the largest in the world. The plants are located along Israeles
coast and provide about one third of the water supply in the country.
Israel is expected to construct at least another five desalination
plants in the coming years.
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Water recycling Israel is a world leader in the purification of
sewage water, returning 86% of such water for agricultural use. An
Israeli company recently succeeded in developing a special vehicle to
produce water from air. The company succeeded in separating water
from air using a special machine. The final result is filtered water,
rich in minerals, and this entire process costs a minimal amount.
The company has already signed contracts with three third-world
countries, such as India, where the water system is backward and
filthy.
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Regarding water, the OECD has determined that Israel is a major
success by any standard. The prices of water in Israel are correct,
investments in purification, recycling, desalination, transferring and
sewage are correct and right on target and the model of giving certain
preference to water allocation for agriculture and preservation of the
environment at the expense of household usage is also correct.
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As stated by the prophet Isaiah:

“For the Lord shall console Zion, fonaqn 9o oma iy ' oma 2"
He shall console all its ruins, and 7 139 An37Y1 17¥0 77371 D~
He shall make its desert like a '71“71: TR M2 XYW M) Tivw

paradise and its wasteland like "
the garden of the Lord; joy and ’
happiness shall be found therein, (K" YY)

thanksgiving and a voice of song"

(Isaiah, 51:3)
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From Fear to Heroism
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An additional prophecy that exists in our days is the special power
and strength that Israel received when returning to its land. This
situation is extremely difficult to understand when we remember
the weakness and fear that accompanied us throughout our years
in exile.

;11N NaImav n'7'7|7n 112 AN"'jPNN NV 1900

For 1,900 years Israel suffered from the biblical curse:

“And those of you who survive 771 NR2T 093 DIRYITY
| will bring fear in their hearts in onx q;_rj'! n;p;y"x h’szgg nﬁ:’_ﬁ;
the lands of their enemies, and ’ :jt;hgﬁn ;m;.! ,.],i; "'E'l; 71711.',
the sound of a rustling leaf will PIING WOR 4'7."4??1. :‘:11['1 PRI 98

pursue them; they will flee as one
flees the sword, and they will

fall, but there will be no pursuer.
Each man will stumble over his (1"9-1"5,"5 RP)
brother, [fleeing] as if from the

sword, but without a pursuer.

You will not be able to stand up

against your enemies

D27 N N1 PR AT 377 228ma
"B3iN "3y T

(Leviticus, 26:36-37)
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111X 70 TIDY'Y7

We ran away from every falling leaf and upheld the curse of the
exile in full. We had no strength to stand up to our enemies.
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The weakness of the Jewish Nation in exile was surprising as the
people were known to be very strong. During the time of Joshua, the
Jewish Nation put fear in the local residents, as Rahab tells the spies:

"And she said to the men, | know 3 YR NN n;‘g '11N1°0°RY7Y
that the Lord has given you .‘jp'q;(n; 7;1 qﬁv’?y DonnN n’jg;
the land, and that your terror is T ."n;’;mg. ﬁxn ’JW’
fallen upon us, and that all the T
inhabitants of the land have
melted away because of you"

(v, aywim)

(Joshua, 2:9)
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In the times of the Hasmoneans the Jewish Nation succeeds in
defeating the Greek Empire. Entire Roman legions were destroyed
by Bar Kochba and his warriors, until they themselves were defeated.

As stated by the prophet Jeremiah: X210 NPT INIX D

“The kings of the earth did not 5an 22w Yo v 09n 10K XY
believe, nor all the inhabitants "RYYIT? Y Ya 2797 T8 K22 9D
of the world, that a foe or ' ' '
enemy could enter the gates of
Jerusalem”

(2" )7 9R)

(Lamentations, 4:12)
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In the land of Israel, the Jewish People regained their strength, as
stated by the prophet Micah:

"And the remnant of Jacob shall be 27172 0133 2PV NIRY MM’
among the nations, in the midst of ,11;72. }-nr_,;;; ,-;3'1}_;; ns;ﬁ nv;_.g‘)_]
many peoples-like a lion among 72y oX 'nUN -[N"g ’El'!l?? 7°90)
the beasts of the forest, like a "5’3:{1; PRI "HU'I onm
young lion among the flocks of LT T
sheep, which, if it passes through, (1-1,m11°0)

treads down and tears in pieces,
and no one [can] save anything”

(Micah, 5:6-7)
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Photograph - Egyptian prisoners during the Six Day War

TAXN X7 017230 7¥ AW7INN1 TN9N 72 NN 2 ANIX TRT7D 1127

DOI'N O'NXIN 1IX .0127 02 TN X0 NIAXD ' ANy apXivn 10N

0'7XIW OMNI7N NXE.DNXAD 'M72 ARYYN7 NJ9In 7X1W' N1 TN NIX
TNIMA 0NN DX 071V D' avnIY

Moses teaches us that, despite the fear and weakness of the
Diaspora, the Jewish Nation will not lose the strength it had in




the times of the forefathers and this will return also to the sons.
Today we see that the State of Israel has become an unbeatable
superpower. The Israeli army is considered one of the bravest and
most creative in the world.
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Israel is ranked 10th among the superpowers of the world, even
though it does not have billions or hundreds of millions of citizens
like the countries above it in the list.
72 Dy NNX N1IY2 NXYNDI ,0YIN |1'7'0 9-D NIN9 NAIDY ,7X1Y' N1
J11'2X ONN2XT7 ‘N NNBAN XN NIXTN ANXIYN 071V NI7IT0 NINYynn
The State of Israel, with a population of less than 9 million residents,

is at the frontline together with the large superpowers of the world.
This strength is Hashemes promise to Abraham:

“And your descendants will PR WY NR AP U7
inherit the cities of their enemies”

(Genesis, 22:17)

(1"7,2"5 nowR13)
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A strength that in the Torah is expressed as:

“You will pursue your enemies, n2739Y 39831 02K NN ORaTNH"
and they will fall by the sword . me ,-némn nén qg.-nr"[.;.:j.]j‘?
before you; Five of you will 19921 1977 71227 DDA TN
pursue a hundred, and a hundred B e
of you will pursue ten thousand, o

and your enemies will fall by the (n=7.1"3,%357)

sword before you"

(Leviticus, 26:7-8)
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This strength is what enabled us to conquer the land and fulfill
Moses's prophecy that after the Ingathering of the Exiles we will
conquer the land and control it:

“And the Lord, your God, will R YIRT U PR Toaneany”
bring you to the land which your "ARYIY 7O 0AR W72
forefathers possessed, and you ’ '

[too] will take possession of it" (71,7 0137)

(Deuteronomy, 30:5)
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The Jewish Peoplees control over Eretz Yisrael is also the result of a
political process. In order to rule in our land, we needed the approval
of the nations. In 5608 (1948) the nations of the world agreed to
enable the Jewish People to establish the State of Israel, after
thousands of years with no Jewish rule in any place in the world. At
the request of Great Britain, the United Nations convened, on 8 lyar,
5707 (April 28, 1947), to discuss the future of Eretz Yisrael. At that
meeting it was decided to set up a committee that would examine
the possibility of establishing a Jewish state in Eretz Yisrael.
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Representatives of several countries were included in the
committee and it heard the claims of various dignitaries. The
committee was especially impressed by David Ben-Guriones speech
and when he was asked about the source of the Jewish peoplecs
right to the Land of Israel, he raised the Bible and said “this is our
Kushan (bill of ownership).”
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Then President of the USA, Harry Truman, explained why he voted
in favor of the establishment of a Jewish state, contrary to the
instruction of all his advisors: “I will tell you what motivated me to
do what I did. | was brought up on the Bible. My mother taught me
about the Book of Books even before | was old enough to go to
school. | remember that it said that God promised Jacob: “"The land
upon which you are lying to you | will give it and to your seed.”" So
when this came up for discussion | remembered that verse and the
other Divine promises given to the Jews about the Land of Israel, as
well as the prophecies about the Holy Land. And | said to myself: if
you can help fulfill these Divine promises, what wonderful things will
you benefit? And I tried to do what I did.”

7y [MR2-12 TIT 7¥ NT12N2 No'DN YNy [lUXIN 2'nnn i
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Truman was the first leader to show public support for David Ben-
Gurion's announcement of the establishment of the State of Israel. He
did this only several minutes after Ben-Gurion's announcement and
this actually gave Israelimmense strength and international recognition
from the greatest superpower in the world to the new nation.
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Conquering the Land
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In 5608 (1948) Israel was forced to accept the United Nations
Partition Plan for Eretz Yisrael. The Arabs did not accept the plan
and decided to wage war on all the Jews in the new state. Before
the invasion of the Arab armies during the War of Independence,
the secretary of the Arab League in Egypt boasted: “this will be a
war of mass destruction and massacre, just like the massacre of the
Crusades by the Mongolians... it does not matter how many of them
are there. We are going to sweep them into the sea!”
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He advised the local Arabs to leave their lands, homes and properties
and temporarily move to neighboring countries, so that the cannons
of the invading Arab armies would not "harvest them as well."
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The Arabs' exaggerated sense of security was the result of the ratio
of forces between the Arab states and Israel. The young Israel was
facing war against Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Irag, Lebanon and Saudi
Arabia, as well as Fawzi al-Qawugji's Arab Liberation Army and
the Israeli Arabs' liberation army, which received all good positions,
bases and ammunition reserves that the British army had left behind.
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The Jewish People at that time did not have any airplanes, only one
tank and two armored cars that they had stolen from the British
army. The Arab states had 50 tanks and 200 armored cars carrying
cannons. The Arab states had 140 field cannons and Israel had 5. The
Arab states had 200 anti-aircraft cannons and Israel had 24.
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The Arabs' most significant advantage was in their air-forces. They
had 60 planes and 14 bombers; Israel did not have even one. The
Arab soldiers were fresh and energetic, while the Jewish fighters were
exhausted after five months of heavy fighting and many losses. Only
after the invasion of the Arab armies, did Israel obtain a few fighter
aircraft, which had been put together from parts of other planes.
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Israel had no chance of closing this major difference, as all countries
around the world, including the USA, who had recognized the State
of Israel, imposed a strict and severe ammunitions embargo on Israel,
and its fighters had to go to war with their bare hands to protect their
new home and its population.
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The Arab statese advantage was not only in the military. With the
establishment of the young state, Israeles population totaled 650,000
men, women and children, about one third of them Holocaust
survivors, while the population of the surrounding Arab states was
at least 50 times more than that.
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Facing such a crushing advantage, not only the Arab states, but
all experts and commentators around the world were sure that the
defeat of the young Jewish state was only a matter of time. Some
spoke of days and others even spoke of several weeks.
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This is the time that prophet Isaiah spoke about when he
strengthened the spirits of the Jewish People who were returning to
their homeland and told them not to fear:

“But you, Israel My servant,
Jacob whom | have chosen, the
seed of Abraham, who loved Me,
Whom | grasped from the ends
of the earth, and from its nobles

| called you, and | said to you,
“You are My servant”; | chose
you and | did not despise you. Do
not fear for | am with you; be not
discouraged for | am your God:

| encouraged you, | also helped
you, | also supported you with
My righteous hand. Behold all
those incensed against you shall
be ashamed and confounded;
those who quarreled with you
shall be as nought and be lost.
You may seek them but not

find them, those who quarrel
with you; those who war with
you shall be as nought and as
nothing. For |, the Lord your God,
grasp your right hand; Who says
to you, “Fear not, | help you"

(Isaiah, 41:8-13)
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At the end of the prophecy Isaiah says that the enemies will run
away from Eretz Yisrael en masse:

“Fear not, O worm of Jacob, the ‘:vz_g:nz]? nn APy nyyin xR YR"
number of Israel; ‘I have helped izﬁ'rp.q';t_{:n'n N3 TI’J:W.W.IIJ I8
you,” says the Lord, and your Y1 a7iny TI"J?PZ} 137 8
redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 1M D WaTn nivgsa Yys wn
Behold | have made you a new i_H_n DTR DR YR nivan
grooved threshing-sledge, with m;m’nn"{x' V’DJ:1 ;I'IJJ'C;J nan

sharp points; you shall thresh LT
P points: ¥ "Soann X1’ WiTea '3 van
the mountains and crush them T T : i

fine, and you shall make hills like (1= R AYw?)
chaff. You shall winnow them,

and a wind shall carry them off,

and a tempest shall scatter them,

and you shall rejoice with the

Lord, with the Holy One of Israel

shall you praise yourself."

(Isaiah, 41:14-16)
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To this day we cannot fully understand what happened during the
War of Independence. If the Arabs had beaten us, they would have
massacred everyone just as they boasted they would. They had
already distributed the spoils between them.

0'NID2 I'N 0N '2,0'21Y7 NITRYAI PYI NTY, 11721 1INN71 X7V 0'D2aN
.02y 'T-7Y DNWNYT7 0YTRIY 1712 1INIXY 12WN 0N .PN 119102

Also, the British, who were not actually fighting against us,
provided the Arabs with ammunition because they were sure that
we were going to lose. They also believed that we were going to be
slaughtered by the Arabs.
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We witnessed the fulfillment of Queen Estheres claim during the
times of the evil Haman:

“For dogs have surrounded 07y N7y 0275 911230 99"
me; a band of evildoers has bh) 1@@3';7‘731}! e 71:;53 uqt_-'ppn
encompassed me, like a lion, my JF’;U? :’;'JN,'].? 150,372 m:.:r ‘ninyy
hands and feet. | tell about all My w244 yyams 39 Syt 0HY 2192
bones. They look and gloat over ’ o
me. They share my garments (=17 ,3"5 m5n)
among themselves and cast lots

for my raiment”

(Psalms, 22:17-19)
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Following the War of Independence, the Jewish People inherited
several additional areas of the Land of Israel and expanded its
borders, as claimed by the prophet Jeremiah, that “from distress
Israel will receive great salvation”

“Ho! For that day is great, with D 1RM RITT O 9iT13 00 %I

none like it, and it is a time of LYW 13001 3PP RO X N
distress for Jacob, through which niX3-¥ 7 ON1 KA O3 T
he shall be saved. And it shall PRiToing 7INE Sy 19y TawR

be on that day, says the Lord of
Hosts, [that] | will break his yoke
off your neck, and | will break (n-"1,/5 7n )
your thongs, and strangers shall

no longer enslave them”

o1 TiY 1337207 891 PR

(Jeremiah, 30:7-8)
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During this war we were granted the privilege of once again
ruling in our homeland and expanding its borders, as per the biblical
promise:

For, behold, days are coming, N2 ;' ORI 0°R3 01 1371 00"
says the Lord, when | will restore 9y 7737191 981 "y N1aw nx
the captivity of My people Israel AN K VIR I DMWY A

and Judah, says the Lord, and | T
will restore them to the land that o T
| gave their forefathers and they (2,9 1n7)

shall possess it"
(Jeremiah, 30:3)
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The world was shocked to discover that not only had the State of
Israel not been defeated, but it had struck its enemies down and,
after a difficult war lasting about ten months, hundreds of thousands
of Arabs fled. This is exactly what Joshua told the Children of Israel:

“And the Lord has driven out 0573 0% movaan ' waisr”
from before you great and 02°182 WK Tay X7 0nK1 DRIXy
mighty nations. As for you, no AT DR TON WK T O Ty

man has stood before you to this oo nrban NI DYPEIN 1D TR
day. One man of you pursued a "D 137 TWKD

thousand, for it is the Lord your
God Who wages war for you, as (="0 372 ywii)
He has spoken to you"

(Joshua, 23:9-10)
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Photograph: an Egyptian plane that had been shot down
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Israeli Arabs were struck with unexplained fear.

They experienced: qanhl

“l will send My fear before you, 0712 Nan YR oy ’79 ny onnny
and | will confuse all the people "7y 999X 97278 99 NX NN
among whom you shall come, S T w
and | will make all your enemies (1"3,3"5 mnw)

turn their backs to you"
(Exodus, 23:27)
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They picked up their belongings and fled as fast as they could.
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On 9 Nisan, 5608 (April 18, 1948), following a short battle with the
Haganah forces, all Arabs from Tiberias fled to Syria and Lebanon.
On 13 Nisan 5608 (April 22, 1948) Haifa was conquered and most of
its Arab residents fled, in fear, to Lebanon, despite the fact that the
local Jewish leaders tried to convince them to stay.
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The 80,000 Arab residents of Jaffa, the largest Arab city in Israel,
escaped to Lebanon, Egypt and the Gaza Strip. The Arab residents
of Safed fled to Lebanon, after the city was liberated on 3 lyar, 5608,
at the height of Operation Yiftach, during which Palmach fighters,
headed by Yigal Alon, liberated the entire eastern Upper Galilee,
from the Hula Valley to Mount Meron.
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According to various estimates about 539,000 Arabs fled Eretz
Yisrael in 1948. How can we explain the fact that eight Palmach
soldiers succeeded in driving away thousands of Birya residents
from their homes? How can we explain that the few residents of
Safed, weak and without any ammunition, overcame the tens of
thousands of armed Arabs who were in Safed at that time?
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When one looks at the future, we see that the State of Israel is
gaining strength way beyond what it had in the Six Day War or the
Yom Kippur War. Israel today is one of the only nine countries in
the world that is sending satellites into space. These are satellites
that enable our little country to neutralize in advance most security
threats against Israel. Today Israel provides life-saving intelligence
information to many countries around the world and has prevented
many terrorist attacks and the hijacking of airplanes in Europe,
Russia and Australia.

0"1'Y120 01120 NTRYNA 01 NN72NN 7Y 7¢ N1711000

OMMIND NMIND 20D DX 1770 NIDp7 27'0n ANIo .pyal ol

XN 7'N7 NITAX X7'7 10N MIXA 7' 7w 0'D 72 97-2 17910 1770 NIAjp2A

0TV ,NTA YIN9NN 21pn NIX D7IYN NIXAX 722 01017 0Ty S78uh
79720017 [TV IN71Y9

Israel's technological abilities were exposed also when it bombed
the nuclear reactors in Syria and Irag. Syria sent its best air planes
to these battles and about 97 of them were shot down, without any




losses to the Israeli air force. To this day all armies in the world are
learning about this surprising battle, which is still kept under strict
secrecy.
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The next stage of Israel's increasing power is in its incomparable
technological ability. The Iron Dome and Arrow 3 (Hetz 3) are Israeli
developments of anti-missile rockets. It must be mentioned that the
armies of major superpowers have not succeeded in developing such
systems. The US armyes Patriot missiles did not manage to prevent
Iragi Scuds falling on Israel and Saudi Arabia during the Gulf War.
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The State of Israel has succeeded where no superpower has
succeeded. Today Israel develops anti-missile defense systems for
all heights, some of which can even reach outer space.
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Trophy is an active anti-tank defense system and armored combat
vehicle which can discover and identify real-time anti-tank threats,
evaluate the optimal firing route and destroy it far from the vehicle
which it is protecting. The Trophy is considered the best system of
its kind in the world.
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Thor is a laser system being used by the IDF for several years, mainly
on the northern border and along the Gaza Strip, which remotely
neutralizes threats, such as explosives and remains of rockets, in a
safe and quiet manner. An automatic cannon that identifies targets,
analyzes if it is friend or foe and shoots totally independently.
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When the Jewish People returned to the Land of Israel, we regained
our wisdom. This wisdom has helped the Israeli economy flourish. It
has brought us income and success from the hi-tech industry. Thanks




to this wisdom we have advanced medical developments, unique
military advances and Israel has reached the moon. Israel currently
boasts a mega technological and scientific revolution. Israeles
contributions to genetics, computer science, physics, chemistry,
electronics, optics, agriculture and engineering is greatly prominent.
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The Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot is ninth on the
worldwide scale of advanced research quality. Israeles technology
is renowned for the development of warfare and military equipment.
Israel is one of the ten top countries in the world in ammunition
export (based on top technologies). Israel has start-ups in every
possible field and the number of positions in these fields.
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Jews have won Nobel Prizes in many fields for scientific research.
Until 2017, 201 of the 892 winners of the prestigious prize were
Jews. Jews comprise 22.5% of all Nobel Prize recipients. The most
Jewish Nobel Prize winners have been in economics, where almost
40% are Jews. The field with the highest number of Jewish winners is
physiology or medicine, where 56 out of 214 winners are Jews.
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Jewish recipients of the Nobel Prize
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Based on the same OECD report, Israel is one of the countries in the
world with the highest investment in research and development. In
addition, it is one of the first countries in the world with an educated
population (BA or higher), significantly higher than the average in
developed countries.

7XIW1 WD pPNNA NIYpwn nnwTn7 Bloonberg 2017 TN
'YTNN 1PNNN DY NIIFTRN 10 |2 IXYN1 7XY' 721,MY7 YN NIannn
.071yani21an

According to the 2017 Bloomberg Scale of Innovativeness,
investments in scientific research in Israel are expanding on an
annual basis, putting Israel amongst the ten countries in the world
with the highest investment in scientific research.
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Israel in comparison to the rest of the world in the number of people working in research
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According to international data and studies, the State of Israel is
located in a leading position in the number of submissions for the
registration of patents, in comparison to the size of its population. In
fact, Israel is considered a technological superpower and one of the
international search and examination centers for patents.
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Moreover, Israel is ranked high on the scale of the number of
scientists per capita, in the cooperation between industry and
academia, in academic education and entrepreneurship and leads
in expenses on research and development. Based on this data, it is
not surprising that Israel is outstanding in its innovative and useful
inventions in all areas of life and economy, from daily items to hi-
tech and advanced technology.
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Recently Israel became the seventh country in the world whose
spaceship will orbit the moon, and the sixth country whose product
has reached the moones surface, with the launching of the Beresheet
spaceship, after Russia, the USA, Japan, China and India.

It is stated in the Torah that all JMDX! O™ 72 12 1IN DX

the nations will say: "ym Y113 ian i) 0o oY P

“Only this great nation is a wise

and understanding people” (1/70m37)

(Deuteronomy, 4:6)




The Rebuilding of Jerusalem
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The founding of the State of Israel is the basis for the rebuilding of
Jerusalem - the heart of the Jewish Land. There were times when
Jerusalem was closed off to Jews. There were times when Jews
fled from Jerusalem. King David foresaw that Jerusalem would be
rebuilt and the Children of Israel would return to live in the city, while
healthy in body and mind:

“The Lord is the builder of 98I o172 ' YW main”
Jerusalem; He will gather the Wanni aY »13wYy X9 :010°
outcasts of Israel. Who heals the ’ . "DJJW'J’.:!JJ';;
brokenhearted and binds up their

wounds" ('3-"2,7ap 0"91n)

(Psalms, 147:2-3)
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The prophet Zechariah also sees the construction of Jerusalem in
his prophecies and tells us that Jerusalem will grow so much that its
walls will not be able to contain all those within them:

"Jerusalem shall be inhabited like DIX 391 09YI17? awn nirg”
unwalled towns, because of the v ’ ",;.D"ma rm;:n
multitude of men and cattle therein" T

(Zechariah, 2:8)
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Up until 150 years ago people lived within the walls of Jerusalem.
At some stage they felt that space was filling up with people and
animals and they began to build new neighborhoods outside the
walls of the Old City. These new areas suffered greatly and in 5060
(1700) a group of immigrants, together with Rabbi Yehuda Hechasid,
came up to Jerusalem but they were expelled due to a large debt to
the Muslim and Arab construction workers they accumulated. This
situation began to change only about 100 years later, in 5668 (1808),
with the arrival of Hagraes students, headed by Rabbi Menachem
Mendel Mishkalov, and the involvement of the Rothschild family
who paid off the debt, Ashkenazi Jews were once again permitted to
return and live openly in Jerusalem.
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In 5620 (1860) Mishkenot Shaananim was built, the first Jewish
neighborhood outside the walls of Jerusalem, founded by Sir Moses
Montefiore. At the same time, from the middle of the nineteenth
century, Jerusalem experienced a growth in its population, bringing
Jews out of the walls over the next several decades. These pioneers
settled the new neighborhoods: Mishkenot Shaananim, Machane
Yisrael, Nachalat Shiva, Beit David, Meah She'arim and others.

IDXW NMIT NIXII WIN'D X' 07w
Reality in Jerusalem is the fulfilment of Zechariah's prophecy:

“So said the Lord of Hosts: Old 017 13w TV NiRI-X 11 R 7"
men and women shall yet sit in WK1 09w Niana niapT
the streets of Jerusalem, each man ni:’nﬂn’:n’n’ 11§13 ‘Im:vu}h
with his staff in his hand because DRYR NI 0797 W9 YT
of old age. And the streets of the T
city shall be filled, with boys and T
girls playing in its streets" (f1="1,/m 19107)
(Zechariah, 8:4-5)
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Whoever looks at Jerusalem from a birdes eye view, will easily
notice the hundreds of cranes and enormous tractors that are
building in every area of the Jerusalem. There is a fast train running
between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, connecting the capital with Ben-
Gurion Airport and Tel Aviv - Jaffa.

Y 12T '9 7y A27ynn 7Ni27 Ty yan 0'7vina
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The light rail in Jerusalem will reach up to the Western Wall.
According to Minister of Transportation, Yisrael Katz, the declared
goal is to be ready for the millions of pilgrims who will come to
Jerusalem after the construction of the Third Temple.
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Another boost for the status of Jerusalem was obtained in Israeles
70th year when the USA decided to move its embassy to Jerusalem
and recognize the city as the capital of the State of Israel. Six other
countries followed suit and in Adar 5778 the President of Russia
announced that "we regard Jerusalem as the capital of Israel
increasing the cityes status as the capital, despite pressure by our
enemies. As declared by the prophet Malachi:

“And then all the nations shall 170 °2 071371 7D DO 1YRY
praise you, for you shall be a "NIRI-X ;' IR yan vy onx
desirable land, says the Lord of

Hosts" (2" /2908n)

(Malachi, 3:12)
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Photograph: the US Embassy in Jerusalem
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Jewish Revival in Judea and Samaria

The prophet jeremiah claims Dy '2,I0IXIX21ND X120
that the Jewish People will JNRIYT TNt 7X

return to Samaria: L .
W3 TIEE 173 R yYn T

"Yet again shall you plant naﬁx] 1N-|lj i’ W’ ’? :1‘7‘71-” D’]JUJ

vineyards on the mountains of 719K 17X Y31 MIP 070K 3
Samaria, indeed planters shall ' ".u’pﬁ:rt.{

plant [them] and redeem [them].
For there is a day, the watchers (7-"1 X5 171 )
shall call on the mountains of

Ephraim; Rise! Let us go up to

Zion, to the Lord, our God"

(Jeremiah, 31:4-5)
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This was written during the most difficult time for the Jewish People,
the destruction of Jerusalem, when Jeremiah tells the nation that
they will return to the cities of Judah. While such a situation does not
seem possible at all, these words are like cold water on a tired soul:

“So said the Lord: There shall
again be heard in this place,
concerning which you say, "It
is desolate without man and
without beast,” in the cities

of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem that are desolate
without a man and without
an inhabitant and without a
beast, the sound of mirth and
the sound of joy, the voice of a
bridegroom and the voice of a

7110 nipna yay 1iy/n g no”
TR1 RIT 2707 070K OAX TR
T I3, TRE PR 0T

078 PRI NinYIa 07y nivnn
N 519 1903 PRRI 2w PRm
Yip 92 Hip11nn Yip annaw Yim
2iv % NiRa-X "1 R 17iT DMK
17in DoRan iTon obiyy oo 'n
VIR NI2W NR WK 02571 N3
"R 1IwRI20

(R"=",3"9 171m7)

bride, the sound of those saying,
“Thank the Lord of Hosts, for
the Lord is good, for His loving-
kindness endures forever, "
bringing a thanksgiving offering
to the House of the Lord, for |
will restore the captivity of the
land as at first," said the Lord"

(Jeremiah, 33:10-11)
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XIN ,N2INX NI727 D'RYI' D712 D230 ATIAY XX 70V X .0TIN XX TIT
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In order to strengthen this prophecy, Hashem commands Jeremiah
to purchase the field of Hanamel his cousin in the Land of Judah.
Even though the entire land of Judah is desolate, and all Jews have
gone on a very long exile, he purchases the field to show everyone
that we will be back to live here:
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“In the cities of the mountain, in Y23 159w *1va 10 e’
the cities of the lowland, and in n‘_jw.ﬁ?.s;pgqu 17‘;7;;.?-}.3;4 3;;@
the cities of the Negev and in T g 3
the land of Benjamin and in the S
environs of Jerusalem and in the
cities of Judah”

(3,279 1n)
(Jeremiah, 33:13)

Thus the prophet repeats his call  :nTin' YIX 7V I0IXI X230 7TIN )2

about the Land of Judah: SN2 *F9 NiRI-Y 1 T T

“They shall yet say this thing in Y83 7T 1370 N TTNG TiY
the land of Judah and in its cities ONIAW AX 2203 YA I
when [ return their captivity; May [N WTPT T PIX A1

the Lord bless You, dwelling of DoMDN 1T Y 931 AT A1
righteousness, holy mount. And T
RRLERd)

Judah shall dwell therein and [in]
all its cities together, farmers and (3"3-2"5,8"9 1717127%)
those who travel with flocks"

(Jeremiah, 31:22-23)
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At the time of the independence of the State of Israel, Judea and
Samaria and were not under Jewish control. The Jewish communities
in Hebron and Gush Etzion were destroyed in 5608 (1948) by the
Arabs. During the Six Day War we succeeded in returning to Judea
and Samaria.
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Before the Six Day War King Hussein of Jordan ruled over Judea
and Samaria, and when Gamel Abl Nasser, President of Egypt, began
to initiate strife between the two countries, Israel tried as had as
it could to convey the message to the King of Jordan that it was
not interested in waging war against Jordan and it does not intend
to capture East Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. But Hussein did not
want to forfeit this promised victory and joined the battle.
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07U I7 0'WTN 0'PI0 DTR7 7NN XINWI p1.'21yn 071Y'7 0'N9Y 0N

0'7wN'7 NN7yn 7XW N2TTRLELI7W ARN7RN NTI0N2 1Y XINY 112nn
01D 71221720 IV |INYI 0N 7V NN

The State of Israel did not want to believe that Hussein and
Jordan were really joining a military offensive against the Jewish
state, but when war broke out Hussein began to bomb the area of
Jerusalem that was under his control. Even so, our leaders still chose
to believe that he was only paying lip service to the Arab world, but
when he started moving his tanks towards Jerusalem, Israel realized
that he was being serious and redeployed paratrooper and tank
corps, that were already on the Egyptian border, to the capital.
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Despite Israel once again being a few against many, like lambs
against many wolves, within less than three days IDF forces
gained control over key areas of Judea and Samaria, including East
Jerusalem. The Jordanian forces withdrew over the Jordan River and
the fourth day of fighting was dedicated to capturing the rest of the
areas in Judea and Samaria, almost without any objection from our
enemies, who quickly fled.
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Photograph: The IDF Chief of Staff after the Six Day War
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Judea and Samaria are the cradle of Israeli culture. Anyone
who studies the Bible will meet Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in Nablus
(Shchem), Beit El, Elon Moreh, Hebron, Jerusalem or Bethlehem.
We can meet King David in these places, as well as in Tekoa, Efrat,
Shilo, Jericho, etc. During the Second Temple era Jews lived in Beitar,
Modiin, Maale Adumim, etc. When we returned to Judea and Samaria,
we fulfilled the words of the prophet Jeremiah:




“Return, O virgin of Israel, return Y 02w 587w nying 221w

to these your cities. How long N3 PPANNR NN TY YR Py
will you hide, O backsliding ' rem2ivin
daughter?” )

(R"9-"3,R"7 171117)
(Jeremiah, 31:20-21)
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Since the Six Day War 150 Jewish cities and villages have been

established in Judea and Samaria, in addition to many smaller
communities, fulfilling the prophecy:

“And it shall be, as | have wing 0oy "RTRY TWRD
watched over them to uproot 19 Y791 TR 091 Yina)

and to break down, to demolish 7 nx3 piva9y ni1a ooy Towx
and to destroy and to afflict, so o4 : e ol

will I watch over them to build
and to plant, says the Lord"

("9 ,R"9 11M71)

(Jeremiah, 31:27)
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The community of Maale Shomron
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A United Nation
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Jews immigrated to Israel from 102 countries around the world,
speaking different languages, living extremely diverse cultures from
each other. Many did not believe that it would be possible to bridge
these differences. The only ones who believed that the Jewish People
could be one nation were the prophets.

JNX 277X DY7 0 D72 X2 NXCD I0IX

The prophet Jeremiah says that after the Ingathering of the
Exiles, the Jewish People will have one heart:

“Behold I will gather them from WX NiXIRT Yon nyapn 2’
all the lands where | have driven qyp:n 9n@néq "axa mé} D’J‘ll’l]’ﬂ
them with My anger and with My ﬁ;T.U nipnn Y8 ﬁ’n‘mm 51"3
wrath and with great fury, and 2181 ":21? 5 1'1119;1',7 D’i;‘l;’@'ﬂl

| will restore them to this place
and | will cause them to dwell
safely. And they shall be My
people, and I will be their God.
And I will give them one accord ("5-1"9,2" i)
and one way to fear Me all the

time, so that it be good for them

and for their children after them"”
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(Jeremiah, 32:37-39)




$0, Ezekiel also says:

“And you, son of man, take

for yourself one stick and

write upon it, ‘For Judah and

for the children of Israel his
companionse; and take one stick
and write upon it, ‘For Joseph,
the stick of Ephraim and all the
house of Israel, his companions.
And bring them close, one to the
other into one stick, and they
shall be one in your hand"

(Ezekiel, 37:16-17)
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And he continues saying that he is referring to the time of the

Gathering of the Exiles:

“And say to them, So says the
Lord God: Behold I will take the
children of Israel from among
the nations where they have

gone, and | will gather them from

every side, and | will bring them
to their land. And | will make
them into one nation in the land
upon the mountains of Israel,
and one king shall be to them
all as a king; and they shall no
longer be two nations, neither
shall they be divided into two
kingdoms anymore"

(Ezekiel, 37:21-22)
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This prophecy has been fulfilled in many areas, one of them is the
revival of the Hebrew language. Eliezer Ben Yehuda wrote:

“It is a great and heavy thing MWy 199y TINGD 72919171 127"
that we must do this time, that N1 TR WINR 1193 NY WX ,0van
one person cannot do this on 0K 3 WY DPWIR 299K M193 K9
his own, and even thousands of AR 7R 1975 Oy 95 1193

people cannot do this, but only
the entire nation together. But
our nation will not unite if we do
not all speak in one language,
and any language other than the
language of our forefathers will
not give us this unity”

7aw ox *nYa 1Y 1N XY NRT
»7YY31 NANK 79w ,737 X
TR 1090 XY 1PN1aR naw
"RRTA

N7 XX 721 WNAND AT [RIXY X7 (1ITNN 'K NIXA'Y7 1207
.O'TNX D272 NNX N9V

In our days we have benefited by seeing how this unbelievable
vision is taking place and throughout Israel people speak much in
one language.

JIIY NITY M2 'XIYIA XA TAXN DYN DIXIDI NDYINND 12V 501D

Another area in which the prophecy of one nation is being fulfilled
is the marriage between Jews of different ethnic backgrounds.




Advanced Medicine

XY DY 1D NTYIAN ,0IY O'X'A1 7¥X NTINY ,N901 NNNWYN
X1 INYYINIX 2 i'alUL ‘(1)('7 IXI22 X9n!
Another happy prophecy, which is repeated by several prophets,

declares that the Jewish People will be healed when they come to
the Land of Israel, as stated by the prophet Isaiah:

“Then the lame shall skip like a hart, 11w 7701 mea R Ay
and the tongue of the mute shall 0991111 0912 12 TA2 1721 90 OYR
sing, for water has broken out in ' '  rmmya

the desert and streams in the plain”
(1,19 yw»)

(Isaiah, 35:6)

As well as Jeremiah: NN XN
For [ will bring healing to you, and of” Pnisnn 97 1278 YyR o’
your wounds | will heal you, says the ”..../TT ORI RGN
“Lord

(1" 5 1117)
(Jeremiah, 30:17)
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The State of Israel is on the front lines in medical development,
using state of the art technologies, in the speed of treatment with
those technologies and with success rates. This is evident in head
and heart catheterizations and in treating infertility, on a scale of
163 countries, based on various criteria of public health issues. Israel
is ranked number nine on a scale of the healthiest countries in the
world, before France, Germany, England and the USA.
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Respect from Around the World
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Israel's international status is constantly on the rise. All this is
happening after 1,900 years in exile, when the Jewish People were
extremely disgraced. Moses describes the exile and antisemitism in
very severe terms:

"And you will become an [object %33 r1paw's1 Swn vy nray”
of] astonishment, an example, ' "nﬁu’z"n HJE@? qug nvm_;;-,
and a topic of discussion, among oo ’
all the peoples to whom the Lord
will lead you"

(1"9,1"5 0o1aT)

(Deuteronomy, 28:37)

And Jeremiah: HlsR UVt

“You make us as scum and pomy;n 39p3 RN Dikm oo’
refuse among the peoples. All "11729% 95 oA 1199y 18a
our enemies have opened their ' '

”. - 1.
mouth wide against us" ("R-1"3,2 1K)

(Lamentations, 3:45-46)
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Antisemitism took on different appearances over the years and
in different countries. The common denominator is that they always
hated us and always found a reason to. Even in places where no Jew
had ever been. The Greeks would dramatize plays and ridicule the
Jews. The Russians composed the Protocols of the Elders of Zion.
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The most extreme display of antisemitism was in the annihilation
of six million Jews in the Holocaust. There is no doubt that this was
the most evident display of devilish behavior towards the Jews. The
Nazis collected Jews into ghettos, denied them any freedom, respect
or property. They held them in subhuman conditions and caused
many to die from hunger, thirst, cold and disease. In the Final Solution
they led them in cattle trucks to mass murder concentration camps.
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The biggest problem was world apathy. The Popeos silence in light
of the German atrocities was possibly the most painful and blatant,
as his rebuke could have saved many. But in those long years he
chose to remain silent and did not condemn these horrors. Not him
and not any other influential world leader.
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When we returned to the Land of Israel, the situation was reversed.
Nations began to respect Israel, in return for all those years of
suffering. The prophet Isaiah mentions this respect:
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“And nations shall see your 77120 02991 Y21 AR TE 07ia IR
righteousness, and all kings your "qg;E?.'n 0 YN WIN DY 77 RTP)
glory, and you shall be called a
new name, which the mouth of
the Lord shall pronounce”

(Isaiah, 62:2)
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In reality we see that in the past 30 years the number of countries
who maintain diplomatic ties with Israel has risen from 80 to 160,
while antisemitism scales are constantly dropping around the world,
currently measuring at 26% of world antisemitism.
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A Gallup survey found that 74% of all Americans have a positive
impression of Israel - a much higher rate than has been for many years.

This is a process that has been 7y nxaw 17nnn N9

described by the prophet Isaiah: X0 YT
"Until her righteousness comes out ANV ARTY A330 RY? TV
like brilliance, and her salvation 991 7T O 1&11 Y2 1789
burns like a torch. And nations o :'.q-rifn.:; oo
shall see your righteousness, and BTE T T
all kings your glory” (3-'% 2"0 W)

(Isaiah, 62:1-2)
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Tikkun Olam [literally meaning: repairing the world]
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The Haggadah you are holding describes the process that the
Jewish People have undergone in 2,000 years, with an emphasis on
the past 100 years. An in-depth review of this process shows that,
together with developments in Jewish History, the rest of the world
has also changed.
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The first visible thing is the great abundance that blessed the world
200 years ago. At the time that Jews began immigrating to the Land
of Israel, the industrial revolution filled the world with overflowing
good.
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The opening of the gates of knowledge brought about a wave
of important industrial and technological innovations. In these years
the world began to discover the great powers that coal and oil can
give humanity. Engines, trains and cars were invented. Roads were
paved. The vast abilities of electricity were revealed, leading to a
highly expansive world of technology. Airplanes were invented and
the world doubled the average life expectancy.
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Together with the development of science, humanity began to
rectify the world - Tikkun Olam. One aspect of this was the abolition
of slavery and another was the striving for world peace. Countries
that were the biggest dictatorships became the greatest peace-loving
states. The only dictatorships that remain today are the Muslim
countries and others that hate Israel, such as North Korea. These are
also countries that constantly instigate a state of war.
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The role of the State of Israel is to bring world peace, as stated by
the prophet Isaiah:

“And he shall judge between D NineIm 0Ky oniaan innoy”
the nations and reprove many ' 297 %i3 9K via va N«,‘mm'mi?
peoples, and they shall beat their N ”,;mn‘mf-n'y Tl 8
swords into plowshares and Tt AR
their spears into pruning hooks; (7/3amyw)

nation shall not lift the sword
against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore”

(Isaiah, 2:4)




A Psalm of Thanks to the Protectors of Our Holy Land
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After the thanks for the revealed miracles in Eretz Yisrael, after the
description of the miracles and those that seem that they are human
miracles, after the understanding that we have experienced processes
that cannot be explained through military or political theories - after
all this we feel a pleasant obligation to thank all those who gave
their lives to immigrate to the Land of Israel. Who gave their lives to
settle the Land and ensure its security. Soldiers in the Israel Defense
Forces, in compulsory and reserve duties, members of the security
forces, mainly those whose names and faces remain unknown, who
were prepared to give their lives, at any moment, for the People and
the Land. People whose lives were not lives, whose identities were
borrowed or fake, who didnet close their eyes at night so that we
could sleep soundly and securely. People who were the messengers
of Hashem in the greatest miracle that He is leading us through.
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In these moments of gratitude, we must also remember the thousands
who gave their lives in wars and military operations, from the

establishment of the State of Israel until today. May their memory be
a blessing. On the other hand, we must remember the many injured
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who paid a high and painful price for us all. Our immense thanks to
them and to their families. We have been blessed that these are our
people. Maybe Hashem constantly bless us with the blessing:

Bestow Your light and truth upon its leaders,
ministers, and advisors, and grace them with Your
good counsel. Strengthen the hands of those who
defend our holy land, grant them deliverance, and
adorn them in a mantle of victory. Ordain peace in

the land and grant its inhabitants eternal happiness.
Amen and Amen.




